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the plan of regular catheterisation, so keeping the urethral
orifice open, and possibly moulding it, and agreed that atony
of the bladder extends into these cases. But he did not see
what effect could arise from the use of thin bougies, except
in very early stages, when, perhaps, their use was hardly
justifid.&mdash;Mr, HARRISON, in reply, said the treatment only
applied to cases which threatened obstruction of urine from
the commencement. It was not applicable in cases where
atony or pouched bladder is responsible for the symptoms.

Dr. FANCOURT BARNES read notes of a case of Stricture
of the Rectum mistaken for Retroflexion of the Uterus.
The patient was sixty-five years old, and habitually consti-
pated. When seen the bowels had not acted for twelve
days, vomiting had set in, and an enema could not be given,
examination showing the rectum to consist of a cul-de-sac.
The case was sent to the author as one of retroflexion of the
uterus ; but on examination he found the uterus normal, and
a firm growth springing from the sacrum, and involving the
upper part of the rectum. Colotomy was advised, but
refused; and death took place three weeks later. A post-
mortem examination revealed the presence of a sacral tumour
adherent to and compressing the bowel.-Dr. GILBART SMITH
had seen a parallel case, where a like mistake had been
made; here, however, a pessary had been worn for fifteen
years ; the rectal stricture was divided.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
On Chorea, and other Allied Movement Disorders of Early

Life. By OCTAVIUS STURGES, M.D. London: Smith,
Elder, and Co. 1881.

WHEN it is considered how common a disease chorea is,
and how much interest its symptoms and pathology has
always excited, some surprise may reasonably be felt at

the small amount of separate literature to which it has

given rise. Although pamphlets on isolated points in its
history have occasionally been published, we believe that
Dr. Sturges’ work is the first English monograph which has
aimed at giving a complete account of the disease. Abundant
materials for the task existed already in the numerous
memoirs which have been published, and among these
the admirable collection of facts made thirty years ago by
Germain See has never been surpassed. These, and the
statistics collected by Dickinson, Hughes, Peacock, and
others, have been freely employed and added to by a series
of cases gathered from the records of the Children’s Hos-
pital by Dr. John Abercrombie, to whom the work is
dedicated. A large part of the book has been in substance
previously published in separate articles and at various
time3, but these have been recast into their collected form.
A general description of the disease is the subject of the

first chapter, and this is followed by a collection of facts

regarding its connexion with rheumatism, and the heart sym-
ptomswhich may accompany it. The post-mortemappearances
in fatal chorea are then described, and a discussion destruc-
tive of the various pathological theories prefaces a description
of the physiological theory, which, in the author’s opinion,
best explains its symptoms and its history, white the last
two chapters are devoted to treatment and prophylaxis.

Dr. Sturges’ book has many excellences. It is clearly the
work of a careful observer and laborious thinker. It is
written in a clear, flowing, graceful style, and exhibits

thorough conversance with most previous writings on the
subject. It is, however, written in support of a theory. We
do not say that this is its only object, or that such an object
is necessarily a fault ; but in the present case it does
militate against the value of the book as an adequate presen-
tation of the facts of the disease, for the influence of the

theory can be traced from the first chapter to the last.
Chorea is, to most observers, a many-sided malady, having

a clinical connexion, too obtrusive to be disregarded, with
rheumatism and with heart disease, or at least with endo.
carditis ; and also with certain habitual movements frequent

in children, and recognised popularly as " fidgets." Dr.

Sturges is able to see only the latter side of the disease, and
maintains that chorea is nothing more than fidgets in a
distinctly pathological degree, and in a more or less

paroxysmal form. As regards the mere muscular symptoms
of the disease, there is nothing to be said against the view,
although it is for these rather a description than a designation;
but Dr. Sturges goes further, and maintains that the disease
is nothing more in its origin, pathology, and nature. Here he
is at wide variance with most preceding writers. What, on
this theory, it may be asked, becomes of the connexion ot
chorea with acute rheumatism and heart disease, which
have hitherto dominated pathological theory as to its nature ? ‘?

The answer Dr. Sturges gives is that these facts have no

real existence, but owe their origin to imperfect observation.
The association of childish chorea with rheumatism is purely
accidental and due to the commonness of the latter disease,
or else the rheumatic pains cause chorea indirectly by the emo-
tion they excite. But what of the endocarditis of fatal chorea,
all but invariable, even in children-a lesion which, common
to the two diseases, seems to clinch the connexion between
rheumatism and chorea, and stamp it as more than
accidental? Dr. Sturges altogether evades the point. In
the chapter on pathology the only allusion to it refers the
reader to the chapter in which the clinical symptoms are
discussed, and in which there is a marshaling of reasons
against the view that the apex murmur of chorea is ever
evidence of endocarditis, but the pathological question is
left untouched. What, it may also be asked, of the close
relation in time between acute rheumatism and chorea, in
which the one disease immediately succeeds the other?
The obvious significance of cases of this nature it is beyond
even Dr. Sturges skill to explain away. He insists upon
their rarity, their limitation (?) to adults, but is compelled to
admit that in such cases the chorea is apparently a nerve
disturbance produced by the effect on the nervous system of
the rheumatic state of the blood. We cannot, however, un--
derstand how, if the rheumatic theory be accepted for these)
cases, it can be limited to them.
While we thus think that Dr. Sturges, influenced by

theory, has failed justly to estimate the significance of aU
the facts in the history of chorea, we must commend the
ability with which he has unfolded and developed his theory.
Whatever be the ultimate causes of chorea, there is no doubt
that its form is largely determined by cerebral function, and
that a certain functional development constitutes a predisposi-
tion to the disease, determines its frequency in childhood, and-
may, perhaps, in some cases be its sole cause. Dr. Sturges’,,
as we think, too exclusive insistance on this element in its.
causation will not be without a good effect in directing atten--
tion to facts which often receive too little consideration.
As may be inferred from this theory of chorea, the author’

has not much to say regarding its trettment. The advice
he has to give merely relates to the general regimen of rest
methodical exercise and diet, which all authorities enjoin
and most physicians endeavour to secure. Any tonic that
is specially indicated may be given, but the influence on
chorea itself of any drugs Dr. Sturges regards as a delusion,
purely the result of confident expectation on the part of the
physician ; and he sums up his opinion in the remark that
"the aqua camphorce of the British Pharmacopoeia has been
employed with such excellent results that there is the fullest
justification for expressing confidence in it."

Lectures on the Pathology and Trecatorettt of Lateral and
other Forms of Curvature of the Spine. By WILLIAM
ADAMS, F.R.C.S , Surgeon to the Great Northern Hos-
pital, &c. Second edition. London : J. &A. Churchill. 1882.

L THIS, a second edition of a well-known book, embody.
ing Mr. Adams’ riper experience, will be welcome to

: a. large circle of readers. The author maintains his views
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of the importance of the rotation of the vertebrae that occurs
in all cases of serious lateral curvature of the spine. He

points out that a simple classification of cases of scoliosis
can be made by examining the back in the stooping position.
This obliterates the curve when it is physiological only,
diminishes without obliterating it when structural changes
have only commenced, and increases the deformity when
the structural changes are more marked. But the most im-

portant of the additions made to this edition is an appendix,
containing the author’s view of the value of Sayre’s plaster-
of-Paris jacket in the treatment of lateral curvature of the
spine. While speaking approvingly of Sayre’s system of
extension, which, as he rightly points out, is not new, but
was practised and described by Mr. Stafford more than thirty
years ago, he condemns the plaster-of -Paris jacket as need-
lessly cumbersome, a useless appliance at night, ineffectual
as a curative agent, and positively injurious from its inter-
ference with the proper exercise of the spinal muscles. On
the other hand, he speaks highly of the poroplastic felt
jackets, and commends the plaster-of-Paris jackets for cases
of angular curvature of the spine.

Analytical Records.
CAMUSET’S CHAMPAGNE.

(CAMUSET’S CHAMPAGNE SHIPPING COMPANY, 44, MARK-LANE.)
THIS wine, which has hitherto been but little known in

England, comes from Ay (Champagne), where it has been
made since 1796. We have analysed it and examined it
with interest, and are able to give it unqualified praise. It
has a fair alcoholic strength, but is evidently unbrandied.
It is free from adulteration of any kind, and possesses a very
delicate flavour and bouquet. The " Brut" wine is of
course very dry indeed, and seems well adapted for patients
who cannot take sugar; but the sweeter brands will probably
suit most palates better.

SANITARY PAINTS,

(THE SANITARY PAINT COMPANY, LIVERPOOL, AND
34, LEADENHALL-STREET, LONDON.)

The dangers and disadvantages of the oxy.carbonate of
lead, commonly called white lead, are so numerous, that its
use as paint would long ago have ceased if an efficient sub-
stitute for it had been known. Its manufacture is one of
the most noxious of industries, and we have frequently
drawn attention to the terrible sufferings of the work-people
engaged in it. Workmen who use it are constantly liable
to painter’s colic, with its attendant " wrist drop," and there
can be no doubt that persons who inhabit newly-painted
rooms frequently suffer to some extent from the same cause.
Then, again, lead compounds are easily blackened by
sulphuretted hydrogen, a gas but too frequently present
in the air of towns, and although this is to some extent
remedied by the power which light possesses of promoting
the oxidation of the black sulphide into the white sulphate
of lead, discoloured paint is a very common cause of house-
disfigurement. It is only the opacity, or " body," of white
lead which has excused its use, and even in this respect it
has, it appears, at length been rivalled. Mr. Griffiths, whose
patents are owned by the Sanitary Paint Company, has pro-
duced a white paint basis which can be mixed with pigment.
of all tints, which does not contain a trace of lead (a fact wE
have verified by analysis), which is unaltered by sulphuretted
bydrogen, and which, as far as we are able to judge, is ai
least equal to white lead in colour and body. The basis is

evidently sulphide of zinc, but there is some peculiarity in
the manufacture which gives unusual body to the compound.
The company supply a great variety of different kinds oj
paint, of which we have been particularly struck with th!

" enamel paint," which yields a singularly smooth and hard
surface, and seems peculiarly adapted for hospitals,
nurseries, &c.

HATHORN WATER. (SARATOGA, N.Y.)
This somewhat remarkable mineral water was described

and analysed by Dr. S. A. Fisk, of Northampton, U.S., in
1875. It is said to contain 888 grains of solid matter per
gallon, which represents a strength of about one-fourth that
of sea-water. The chief constituents are chloride of sodium
and the bicarbonates of magnesia and lime; but notable
quantities of bromine, iodine, barium, strontium, and a
very considerable quantity of lithium, are present. Our own

qualitative analysis, as far as it goes, confirms Dr. Fisk’s
statements. Of course sulphates are entirely absent, their
presence being obviously incompatible with that of barium.
Dr. Fisk, from his own experience, lauds the water as

mildly cathartic, and as acting with excellent effect on the
liver and kidneys. It will no doubt be tried by many phy.
sicians in England.

NON-IRRITANT IODINE FOR INTERNAL USE.

GARDNER’S UNALTERABLE SYRUP OF
HYDRIODIC ACID.

(W. GARDNER, NEW YORK; ALLEN & HANBURYS, LONDON.)

Hydriodic acid, containing as it does more than 99 per
cent. of iodine, is an excellent form in which to administer
the element. Gardner’s solution is in all respects admirable.
Not a trace of free iodine can be detected in it, and as to
taste, it can hardly be distinguished from lemon syrup. In
addition to the ordinary applications of iodine, it is described
as useful in asthma, chronic bronchitis, and hay fever.

CORRY’S RECARBONATED FLUID MAGNESIA.
CORRY’S CONCENTRATED LEMON SYRUP.

(WM. CORRY & CO., BELFAST; F. NEWBERY & SONS, LONDON.)

There is little to say of these preparations, except that
each is excellent of its kind. The fluid magnesia is very
pure, and, particularly, is quite free from lime.

BENGER’S PANCREATISED OR SELF - DIGESTIVE

FARINACEOUS FOOD FOR INFANTS AND IN-

VALIDS.-BENGER’S PEPTONISED BEEF JELLY.

(MOTTERSHEAD & Co., EXCHANGE-STREET, MANCHESTER.)

We have on a previous occasion noticed some of Mr.
r J3enger’s admirable preparations. Those now before us are

 not less satisfactory. The farinaceous food has no sweet
taste, but its starch is converted into sugar by a short
digestion with warm milk, yielding a liquid that would be
assimilated with great ease. The " beef jelly" is perfectly

, clear, and altogether free from the disagreeable peptonic
taste; it is a most valuable form of concentrated food.

t _____________

New Inventions.
ELLINGTON’S PATENTED ADJUSTABLE

MATTRESS.

MESSRS. ELLINGTON AND SON, of Friday-street, E.C.,
are the makers of a very good form of mattress. In struc-
ture it resembles the spring mattress now so generally
liked, and in no way differs in appearance from it; but

by a very easy and simple movement the upper part of it
can be raised to any angle with the rest, and a patient of
any weight can be readily moved or supported in any
position. The special advantages of this mattress are its
utility for ordinary purposes, its durability, ease of mani-
pulation, and the fact that its cost is only a little above
that of a simple spring mattress.


